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Synopsis

Over the half millennium and more that golf has existed, very few players have come within even
sighting distance of Jack Nicklaus’s incredible achievements. Counting his two Us Amateur
Championships, Nicklaus was the winner of twenty major championships and more than one
hundred professional tournaments around the world. He was named "Golfer of the Century" in 1988
by the Pga. Jack Nicklaus: My Story, now with a new afterword, is Jack Nicklaus’s compelling,
personal account of his legendary majors triumphs, along with many other competition highlights --
and some lowlights, too -- of one of the greatest sports careers of all time. Revealed with the
unfailing candor and intensity that are his most distinctive personality traits, here is the Jack
Nicklaus his legions of admirers, and even some of those close to him, have never known. --This

text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

Good topic (Jack’s major tournament wins) by a great golfer and sportsman (Jack Nicklaus). Here’s
my book report:Jack NicklausAfA¢A a -A &,¢ instruction from Jack GroutMy Story p. 384-61. The
first and always the most important of JackAfA¢A & -A &,¢s fundamentals concerned your head.
You had to keep it in the same place throughout the swing, not rigidly anchored by steady. It
wasnAfA¢A a -A a,¢t good enough to AfA¢A & —-A A“keep your eye on the ball, AfA¢A a -A A-
because you could keep your eye on the ball and still move your head around quite a lot, and when
you did that you changed your body angles, which messed up your arc, and upset your balance,

and wrecked your timing.2. The second of JackAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s basics concerned the other end



of the anatomy, the feet. Here, he believed, lay the source of balance and of full free coiling and
uncoiling of the body, both indispensable to good golf. The way you achieved them was through
your ankles. you didnAfA¢A a -A 4,¢t go at it stiffed-legged like a stork, or jump up on your toes
like a ballerina. What you did was roll your left ankle inward on the backswing and your right ankle
inward on the through-swing. AfA¢A a4 -A A“But thatAfA¢A & -A a,¢s hard to do, Mr.
Grout!AfA¢A & -A A+ AfA¢A a -A A“Well, then, Jackie boy, letAfA¢A a -A 4a,¢s see you hit
those three buckets of balls without letting your heels come of the ground even a little

bit AfA¢A & -A A<3. Number three in JackAfA¢A & -A a,¢s order of priorities was to hit the ball
as hard and far as you possibly could from the moment your first pick up a golf club. Even a hint of
laziness in this regard would bring stern disapproval. ...Jack believed in it for three reasons.a. first,
raw distance is the number-one weapon in a golferAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s armory.b. second, height with
the longer clubsAfA¢A & -A & «a product of great clubhead speedAfA¢A 4 -A & «came a close
second.c. third, if you didnAfA¢A & -A a,¢t fully extend and stretch and strengthen your golfing
muscles when you were young, you would never do so when you got older. The encouragement to
belt the ball was endless and exciting, AfA¢A & -A A“Go on, Jackie boy, hit it harder. Give it hell.
Whack the daylights out that ball. DonAfA¢A & -A &,¢t worry about where it goes. We can fix that
later. Go ahead, knock the devil out of this one.AfA¢A & —-A A+4. He had one more fundamental.
This was the size of the clubheadAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s arc in the backswing. For him, it could never
be too big. AfA¢A a -A A“And thereAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s only one way to make it as big as | want to
see it, Jackie boy. YouAfA¢A & -A a,¢ve got to turn that body of yours around until it just
wonAfA¢A & -A 4,¢t go any farther, and you got to extend those arms until they reach right on up
through the clouds.AfA¢A & —-A A-His father to him when he was a boy just starting:

AfA¢A a -A A“Hitit hard, go find it, and hit it hard again.AfA¢A & -A A-p. 10.Gives a lot of credit
for his success to a stable family life provided by Barbara Bash Nicklaus, his wife. p. 407-8.Sam
Snead joked about Ben HoganAfA¢A & -A a,¢s reticence in putting that he had one and two
cigarette putts.Four qualities shared by consistent winners (151-2)1. ability to think clearly under
pressure. This is the most important, and this is the reason Nicklaus thinks helped him win the
most.2. patience3. self-centeredness. Hogan was playing with Claude Harmon on the 12th hole at
the Masters. After the hole Hogan commented that was the first time he birdied the hole, apparently
not noticing that Claude had aced it.4. hard work. Working hard at the previous three when your
game is not going well.Jack really wanted to be liked by the crowds more than his stoic appearance
revealed. He knew Arnie was more popular and maybe he wanted some of that fan devotion too.

After being winless in 1979, people were wondering if the Old Jack had gone. He decided he



needed to change his swing. Things were coming together 3 weeks before the national tournament
and he got a putting tip from Jack Grout, AfA¢A a —-A A“hit the balllAfA¢A & -A AsButin 1980
as he made the turn on the final round of the US Open at Baltusrol crowds had to be held back by
marshals. He needed a police escort to take him from the greens to the tees. People encircled the
greens seemingly fifty deep. Up the 18th hole the fans were screaming AfA¢A & -A A“Jack! Jack!
Jack!AfA¢A a -A A- After his opponent made his final putt to finish 2 back the crowd rushed him,
one accidentally kicking him in the shin. He needed marshals to escort him to

scorerAfA¢A a -A a,¢s tent. It was AfA¢A a -A A“the most emotional and warmest reaction to
any of my wins in my own country, and it remains as sharp and wonderful to any of my wins in my
memory all these years later as the day it happened.AfA¢A a -A A Chapter

AfA¢A a -A A“JackAfA¢A a -A a,¢s Back!lAfA¢A a -A Asp. 399.JC Snead on playing
Nicklaus: AfA¢A & -A A“When you go head to head against Nicklaus, he knows

heAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s going to beat you, you know heAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s going to beat you, and he
knows you know heAfA¢A a -A a,¢s going to beat you.AfA¢A a -A A The Intimidation Factor.
p. 427.1986 win at Augusta. Herbert Warren Wind The New Yorker reporter and in

NicklausAfA¢A & -A &,¢ mind golfAfA¢A & -A a,¢s top historian called it

AfA¢A a -A A“nothing less than the most important accomplishment in golf since Bobby
JonesAfA¢A a -A a,¢ Grand Slam in 1930.AfA¢A a -A A« Arnie wrote a telegram:

AfA¢A a -A A“That was fantastic! Congratulations. Do you think thereAfA¢A & -A &,¢s any
chance for a fifty-six-year-old?Jack GroutAfA¢A & -A &,¢s letter to Nicklaus after he won the
golfer of the century award p 400-401. An excerpt:What you have going for you, however, was born
into you and then nurtured by your home life. When Charlie told you you couldnAfA¢A a -A a,¢t
play anymore if you threw another club, he did you a great favor, Jack. DonAfA¢A & -A a,¢t get
me wrong. You wouldnAfA¢A a -A 4a,¢t be the AfA¢A & —-A A“Player of the

CenturyAfA¢A a -A A-if you werenAfA¢A & -A 4,¢t a heckuva player. But so is Arnold a
heckuva player, and Byron, and the rest of them. And they are all great sports. After the judges
gave it a lot of thought, though, they gave the honor to the guy who is a great sport and a great
sportsman. As far as IAfA¢A a -A a,¢m concerned you are the greatest golfer who ever swung a
club in the entire history of the game.Nicklaus, Jack with Ken Bowden. My Story. 1997. Simon &
Schuster.ISBN 0-684-83628-9

What a wonderful read. Mr. Nicklaus’s victories were far from the inevitable deeds of a conquering

god as they seemed to me as a child. Only a few came relatively easily. Mostly there was searching,



thinking, courage, guts, and struggle to win the competition. And he loved it all. He has great and
wonderful things to say about all the golfers he competed against and glorious information about his

family.l loved this book. | will treasure it forever.

This was a wonderful book when it was first published, and it has stood the test of time. The inside
story told by one of the greatest players of the game is interesting, funny, and thought-provoking as
well. Nicklaus is well aware of his legion of fans, but he is very honest about his ups and downs
during his career. He faults only himself for not doing more, but at the same time inspires us and the

next generation of golfers to continue to improve the game.

Good read. Enjoyed it!

Great read and very insightful into a greater man.

it's great to read what went through the mind of the greatest golfer of all time. Not only will it help my

golf game but it will carry over into other aspects of my life. Thanks Jack!

What a fantastic story and a model of a man. He is my heroe.

Although Jack writes in a very workman-like style, | loved this book. Heavy in detail and insight into

the game, | found it hard to put down.
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